Gt. Matthew School

September 2, 2010
Dear Parents,

Welcome to the 2010-2011 school year! It is wonderful to see so many familiar faces
returning this year, but it is just as wonderful to see so many NEW faces! | know
that our new families feel good about the decision they made to join us here at St.
Matthew School, and it won’t be long before they feel as though they are part of
our school family.

Besides our new students, we have two teachers new to our faculty:
Ms. Nicole Earp - Grade 3
Ms. Courtney Hastings - Pre-K 3

I am happy to welcome them!

Attached is an Overview Calendar of the school year. This calendar will be a good
guide for you , but remember, the dates on the calendar are subject to change.
September is a busy month! Full day sessions begin on Tuesday, September 7. Back
to School night is Thursday, September 16. Mark your calendar, and do not forget
to join us that evening. You will have a chance to meet your child’s teacher and
obtain information about classroom procedures. Our School Liturgy is Friday,
September 10. We would love to have you join us for our monthly liturgies!

Just a few reminders:

Children should not arrive at school before 7:50 a.m. without a parent. Parents may
wait across the street from the school, but keep close watch on your child. If you
arrive after 7:50 a.m. and classes have already entered the building, then your child
is late and must pick up a late pass from the main office.

Children are dismissed at 2:35 p.m. on full days, and 12:20 p.m. on early dismissal
days. September 2 and 3 are early dismissal days.

Please follow correct procedure for pick up and drop off of your child. Do not park
in the lot by the Church. The Church lot is for buses only! Use the main parking lot



across the street. Do not park in the spots that face the former convent. These spaces
are reserved for faculty.

When dropping off your child, follow a “Stop and Drop” procedure. Do not sit and
wait until children cross the street to their lines. This causes a potentially dangerous
situation because other parents then let their children out further back in the line or
drive around the stopped car.

At dismissal, if you park your car in the row closest to the cones, you must wait until
ALL classes are dismissed. We are concerned for the safety of all our students
whether they are in Pre-K or Grade 8. Even though you may think that you are a
careful driver, oftentimes children are not watching for you or expecting your car to
move. lItis also very difficult to see children as they pass between the lines of cars.

If you drop your child off on Stony Road, please park at least 10 feet past the
entrance into the lot. Also, children should use the
sidewalk and not walk across the parking lot. This
is for safety reasons.

A school packet of forms will be sent home with
your child next week. Please complete each page
and return the packet to school by the designated
date. One form will be a sign off that you will

review and abide by the parent handbook. The
newly revised parent handbook will be posted on our school website. If you do not
have access to the internet, please ask for a hard copy of the handbook from the
school office.

Thank you for your support! Call us at 732-985-6633 if you have any questions or
concerns.

Sincerely,
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Mrs. Eileen Sullivan
Principal
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ST. MATTHEW SCHOOL
Calendar 2010-2011
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School Begins — 12:20 Dismissal
12:20 Dismissal

Labor Day — No School

Opening School Liturgy

Back to School Night

Feast of St. Matthew the Apostle

12:20 Dismissal — Faculty Meeting
School Pictures

Grade 1 — TerraNova Pre-Test
Professional Day — No School
Columbus Day — No School
Halloween celebrations

All Saints Day — School Liturgy

Walk for Computers

End 1° quarter

12:20 Dismissal — Faculty Meeting

Parent/Teacher Conferences (6:30 — 8:30 p.m.)

12:20 Dismissal — Parent Conferences (1:00 — 3:00 p.m.)
12:20 Dismissal

Thanksgiving Recess — No School

12:20 Dismissal — Faculty Meeting
Santaland begins

Immaculate Conception — School Liturgy
Christmas Program

12:20 Dismissal

Christmas Vacation — No School

School Reopens

12:20 Dismissal — Faculty Meeting

Professional Day - No School

Martin Luther King, Jr. — No School

End 2" quarter

Parent/Teacher Conferences (6:30 — 8:30 p.m.)
Catholic Schools Week
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April
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May
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12:20 Dismissal — Faculty Appreciation
-18 Scholastic Book Fair

(Unused Snow Day #1)

Presidents’ Day - No School

12:20 Dismissal — Faculty Meeting

Ash Wednesday — School Liturgy

National Prayer Week begins

Spirituality Day — No School

Vocation Awareness Week

End 3" quarter

Parent/Teacher Conferences — 6:30 — 8:30 p.m.

5-12 TerraNova Testing

20
21

12:20 Dismissal
-2 Easter Vacation — No School

School Reopens

Writing Assessment — Grades 4 & 7
12:20 Dismissal — Faculty Meeting
Field Day

(Unused Snow Day #2)

Memorial Day — No School

Ascension Thursday — School Liturgy
Fun Day
7" - 8" Grade Dance
8™ Grade Mass / Breakfast / Graduation
End 4™ quarter
Pre-K & K End-of-the-Year Programs
-17 12:20 Dismissals (Unused Snow Days #3, #4)
School Closes

This calendar reflects 1&8&ays

180 Instructional Days
4 Emergency ays
4 Professinal Days

1 Spirituality Day

**Calendar dates are subject to change



